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Prayer
Tower
has a new
pastor

Peace and
love in
Midtown
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The
late
Reverend
Clarence Welch was a man
known for his knowledge,
leadership and his passionate love for his family, community and most notably
Prayer Tower Church of
God in Christ (COGIC)
where he served as pastor
for 48 years before his passing in February.
His distinguished stewardship left a huge void and
responsibility, but the torch
of leadership has now
passed to his son, Reverend Ricardo Welch, who
was installed in May as the
new pastor of Prayer Tower
COGIC.
There are old and new
issues that Welch is confronting as the new pastor.
A pastor’s role, in today’s
society, extends beyond the
confines of the walls of the
church and reaches out
into the community as a
leader, teacher, motivator
and counselor.
The issues that can
impact a neighborhood
are alarming and can
arise from homelessness,

L-R, Wengay Newton, Larry Newsome, Mayor Foster and Karl Nurse
were just some of the faces seen at the Manhattan Casino opening last Thursday.



BY ALLEN BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
The historic Manhattan
Casino is back in business
and the opening of a
world-renown soul food
family restaurant on the
first floor is no longer a
“pipe dream.”
Well over a hundred
people showed up last
Thursday evening to celebrate the re-opening of the
historic landmark that

opened in 1931 as the Jordan Dance Hall. The entertainment venue would
change its name to the
Manhattan Casino where
music icons such as
James Brown, Louis Armstrong, Fats Waller, Duke
Ellington, Sarah Vaughn
and Ray Charles once performed before mixed authe
during
diences
segregation era.
The pre-planning stage
was the major challenge,

according to Tamara Felton-Howard, vice president of administration and
general counsel for Urban
Development Solutions,
Inc., founded by Mary
Newsome.
“Getting the finances
to acquire the building
from the city of St. Petersburg took a few years,”
said Felton-Howard. Initial
plans to resurrect the
Manhattan Casino, that
had been sitting dormant

for 45 years, began in
2005.
Larry Newsome, CEO
of Urban Development Solutions, Inc., greeted city
officials, community leaders, and citizens who
came out to the Grand
Opening event.
Mayor Bill Foster
thanked former Mayor
Rick Baker who initiated
re-development in downtown St. Petersburg and
See CASINO, page 4

See WELCH, page 2

Rev. Dr. Green’s historic installation
BY ALLEN BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

Reverend Ricardo
Welch

ST. PETERSBURG –
Reverend Dr. Deborah
Green was installed as
pastor of Mount Calvary
Missionary
Baptist
Church the last month at
Friendship Missionary
Baptist Church as hundreds of well-wishers and
clergy throughout the
Tampa Bay area gathered
to witness the monumental occasion.
Green makes history
as being the first woman
to be installed as pastor of
a Missionary Baptist
Church in St. Petersburg.
She hails from a family

line of ministerial heritage reaching back four
generations.
“Today, I want her to
enjoy, enjoy, enjoy,” said
Rev. Dr. John A. Evans,
pastor of Friendship Missionary Baptist Church.
“After today, you’re going
to find out what it is to
serve in one of the most
honorable positions,” he
added.
Speaking as a seasoned pastoral leader,
Evans encouraged Green
to have the spiritual faith
of Paul.
“Whatever she faces
in her new charge, I pray
she never be discouraged, (or) disillusioned in

ST. PETERSBURG —
It’s Friday evening and Eric
Atwater stands over a piping hot smoker. Inside deand
chicken
lectable
luscious ribs cook to perfection. He rotates the meat
and brushes it with a special blend of herbs and
sauces, an old family recipe
he credits his late cousin
for creating. They’re almost done.
Up since the crack of
dawn, Atwater wasted no
time readying himself for
the long day ahead. After
all, meat that falls off the
bone, cooked through with
a flavor and smokiness that
evokes feelings of heaven
in the lucky connoisseur,
doesn’t just happen in a
matter of minutes. It takes
all day.
He’s in his old familiar
spot. The front of his family’s restaurant the Atwater
Cafeteria, located at the
corner of Martin Luther
King Street and 22nd Avenue South. Just last year
plans were in place to reopen the once great mom
and pop restaurant that
stood as a staple for residents on the south side of
town.
Now, the building still
closed to the public, but not
its heart. That still lives on
in the good deeds of the
man on the corner standing
over his smoker and encouraging others to come
on out and eat together. To
become a community once
more.
“There’s been a lot of
shooting, a lot of violence
See LOVE, page 8

Reverend Dr. Deborah Green
her charge, her calling.
Remain unmovable in our
faith. When God makes
the assignment, only God
can make the change.”
Green is the daughter

of the late Rev. Dr. Constance D. Samuels and
Edward Green and the
great-grand daughter of
See REVEREND, page 10

Eric Atwater cooks for
the neighborhood.
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OPINION
Gone fishin’

BY ARTHUR JONES III

“I view ignorance of all
types as a punching bag. I
consider myself to be like a
boxer; empowered to fight
the good fight. I am therefore duty-bound and honor
bound to hit that bag as frequently and as forcefully as
I can – until that bag falls.”
This is my own quote. Accordingly, I stand in stark
opposition to those who
have gone fishin’.
Confused? Please allow
me to elaborate.
Wednesday, August 28
of this year marked the
50th anniversary of Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
March on Washington. On
the golden anniversary of
Dr. King’s demand for jobs,
racial equality, social justice, full citizenship rights,
and voters’ rights protections for all Americans, not
one Republican Senator,
Congressman, or Party
leader attended or participated in the commemorative events in Washington,
DC.
President
Barack
Obama, former President
Jimmy Carter, former President Bill Clinton and Rep.

John Lewis (D-GA) were
among the leaders who addressed a crowd of thousands on the exact spot
where Dr. King spoke 50
years earlier. On MSNBC
Wednesday, civil rights
leader Julian Bond said:
“They asked a long list of
Republicans to come… and
to a man and woman they
said no.”
Timothy “Tim” Eugene
Scott – the junior United
States Senator for South
Carolina – was invited to be
a part of last Wednesday’s
festivities, but he politely
declined. He preferred to
remain in South Carolina
during his recess; which is
understandable. What isn’t
understandable is how Senator Scott allowed himself
to be used to perpetuate the
falsehood that the lone
black U.S. Senator was not
invited to the 50th anniversary of Dr. King’s March on
Washington because he is a
Republican. In doing so,
Senator Scott had gone
fishin’.
Eric Cantor – the U.S.
Representative for Virginia’s 7th congressional
district – declined to speak
to those gathered on the
Washington Mall that day.
According to a report in
The Washington Post, he
chose instead to meet with
a North Dakota oil and gas
lobby group. Because Mr.
Cantor honored the legacy
of the civil rights movement
earlier this year in Selma,
Alabama with Congressman John Lewis, I take him
at his word when he cited
“prior commitment” as the
reason for his absence.
House Speaker John

Boehner (R-OH) was also
invited to address the
crowd in Washington last
Wednesday. Mr. Boehner
also declined. The Speaker
of the House was in Jackson Hole, WY at the time;
although his schedule
showed no public events for
that day. Mr. Speaker had
apparently gone fishin’.
According to USA
Today, George H.W. Bush
and George W. Bush - the
two surviving Republican
former presidents – were
invited but could not attend
because both were recovering from illness.
Right-wing talk show
host Bill O’Reilly had no
such excuse. During his
Wednesday night broadcast, he repeatedly, loudly,
and proudly asked where
the Republicans were. He
demanded to know why
they were excluded from
such a historic event. When
the unvarnished truth was
revealed to Mr. O’Reilly, he
issued the following apology: “Last night during my
discussion with James
Carville about the Martin
Luther King commemoration I said there were no Republican speakers invited.
Wrong. It was wrong. Some
Republicans were asked to
speak. They declined. And
that was a mistake. They
should have spoken. Now,
the mistake, entirely on me.
I simply assumed that since
all the speakers were liberal
Democrats, Republicans
were excluded. So, here’s
the “Tip of the Day” – always check out the facts before you make a definitive
statement. And, when you
make a mistake, admit it.” I

give Mr. O’Reilly full credit
for his apology. But he’s
routinely gone fishin’.
People who scream that
they want their America
back are gone fishin’.
These folks are actually
declaring that they want a
return to the time when
black Americans knew
their (segregated) place,
American women knew
their (domesticated) place,
and immigrants – documented and undocumented
knew their (migrated)
place. Americans gone
fishin’ aren’t looking for
bass or trout or perch. They
want racial inequality and
conditional voting rights
and economic advancement opportunities regulated strictly for those they
deem worthy. Meanwhile,
the gone fishin’ crowd’s
leaders unerringly promote
regress over progress; and
partisanship over reconciliation.
Last Wednesday should
have been a day for national
unity and pride. It wasn’t.
Dr. King’s 1963 “I Have
a Dream” speech was a call
for this great nation to be
true to the words written by
our founding fathers in the
United States Constitution.
That document contains no
provisions for hatred, discrimination, or poverty. But
the term mankind doesn’t
mean that men are always
kind.
I oppose those gone
fishin’ because they’re
using race as bait for their
catch. It was wrong in 1776,
wrong in 1963, and it’s still
wrong in 2013. Clearly, it’s
time for me to hit that
punching bag again.

























 





Ricardo Welch takes up reins as new pastor
From WELCH, page 1

poverty, crime, drugs and
juvenile delinquency. The
stellar benchmark his father set is high, but this
young minister is relying
on the profound knowledge
that his father imparted to
him and his belief in the
power of prayer.
Welch says he took up
the banner to lead after
many hours of deep prayer
and thought about the position and what would be
best for the church and his
family.
“I grew up in the church
and was my father’s adjunct,” he explained. “I had
knowledge of the operation
of the church in and out.”

He is a graduate of the
COGIC Pastoral Institute
and had also served as
youth pastor since 2004. He
and his wife, Darlene, have
four children, aged 16-32
years old and five grandchildren. “Darlene is my
armor-bearer and helpmate
after she embraced the idea
I decided to take the position,” he stated.
Welch still practices his
father’s most stringent principles of prayer and transparency. “He believed that
prayer was the foundation
of communicating to God,”
Welch explained. “Dad was
vigilant in prayer. I’d often
wake up in the early

The Weekly Challenger
 


predawn hours to see him
kneeling on his knees petitioning God.”
His father also stressed
that there must be transparency in the church. “If
you know what you’re
doing and how you’re
going to do it write your vision down so people can
see it,” he reiterated his father’s words. “If people see
the progress their contribution makes, they feel they
are a part of this. This [the
church] is not a dictatorship, there is no big or little. Everyone gets treated
equally.”
Welch is vigorously
completing some ideas that





 

were initiated by his father
and also to implement new,
innovative plans for the
church. “My father was a
visionary,”
he
stated
proudly. Prayer Tower, located at 1135 37th St. S.,
sits on seven and a half
acres and he explained that
it was one of his father’s
dreams to establish a hospice respite center on the
unused acreage.
Welch wants to activate
their Christian school, which
was closed due to the economic downturn experienced
by many of the student’s parents who were no longer able
to afford the tuition.
He holds certificates in
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Publisher/General Manager
 

  
 

  

 
   
    
 

architecture design, carpentry and electrical engineering, from Pinellas
Technical Education Center and is personally drawing up the plans
to
renovate Prayer Tower’s
F&G Center, named for his
grandparents Flagman and
Gussie, into a first rate multicultural center that would
include classrooms, basketball court and a banquet
hall that would be available
for rental.
Welch is also introducing a new program, Brothers in Christ. This program
is developed for men aged
18 or older who need and
desire the mentorship of

Lorrie Bellinger,
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other successful fathers,
husbands and former incarcerated offenders. He
wants the program to be a
transitional pathway for
boys to become successful
men.
“I am not my dad,”
Welch concluded. However
he cited that his father
taught him by example
whether it was by being a
good husband to his
mother, being frugal or
being a good shepherd of
the church. “His heart was
for the people of God. My
vision is to inspire people to
use their gift that God has
given them. To step out on
faith.”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Elim Junior Academy celebrates Beulah McCloud
BY LAWANNA MCCOY
PRINCIPAL

ST. PETERSBURG —
Our staff and students of
Elim Junior Academy celebrated Grandparents Day
this week; however, we had
a very special reason for
celebrating it this year. Former kindergarten teacher
Beulah McCloud turned 99
years young last week. She
is a pillar of the Elim Seventh-day Adventist Church
and is loved by all.
Delores Smith, supervisor of the Child Development Center, shared with
our student body some
highlights of McCloud’s pilgrimage within the church
and the community. Students were awed by her
agility, strength and wit.
While the students song
hymns, McCloud sang
right along with them. The
older students also shared
a memory verse they had
been working on in both
Spanish and English. She
enjoyed each of them and

Staff Writer

PINELLAS PARK –
Founder of Bible Way
Church of God In Christ in
St. Petersburg, Pastor
Sylvester Reeves, Sr., retired after 46 years of service for the Lord. Last Sat.,
Aug. 31, a surprise retirement party was held in his
honor at Banquet Masters
in Pinellas Park.
At 91 years of age,
Reeves finally decided to
retire. The party was well
attended by his family, including his nephews David
and Ken Welch, a host of
pastors, elders, friends and
the congregation he so lovingly presided over for
more than four decades.
A native of Live Oak,
Fla., he was one of nine
children born to Littie King
Brown and Henry Reeves.
He and his wife,
Thelma Brit Reeves, were
married for 68 years, but
were together for a total of
72. After having six chil-

 


Courtesy of

was such a joy for all in attendance.
Afterwards, Smith honored McCloud with beautiful flowers, praising her for
being a virtuous godly
woman who has made an
impact on the lives of so
many. Teacher Carolyn
Pressley read a beautiful

poem to her that left her
speechless.
Elim Junior Academy
and Child Development
Center believes in educating
its children and engaging
them in community service
projects which helps them
focus on building relationships within the community.

The children will one
day be the leaders so their
training will prepare them
adequately. By celebrating
the birthday of one of our
oldest pillars within this
church and community, it
helps them appreciate the
core values and standards
being taught daily.

dren, she wanted to go
back to college to complete
her degree in elementary
education. He supported
her decision with open
arms and enjoyed every
moment spent with his
children while she earned
a master’s degree. He felt it
was her turn to do something for herself; she
taught school for 24 years.
His daughter Gloria
Reeves-Battle proudly recalls her father’s years
spent as a pastor and the
incredible memories he
continues to create. Growing up, his children had to
walk a straight line, “Or
else,” laughed Reeves-Battle. “With having parents
who are a teacher and a
preacher, you don’t get
away with much.”
But there were many
good times in the loving
Reeves household. Friday
night was always family
night and we’d eat
spareribs, watch Shock
Theatre and stay up late,”
she recalled as she remi-

  
   
    
       
 
   
  
 
         
       
 
        
     
      
      
 
   
  
      
         
 
   
         


A man of God worthy of honor
BY MARCY PALMERI

 










Pastor Sylvester Reeves, Sr.
nisced about their family
vacations. “One time we
were all loaded up in the
car and drove to New York
to see the Statue of Liberty

and Empire State Building
and then to Washington,
D.C. to see the White
See REEVES, page 10
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LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com










 

CAREER OPPORTUNITY:
The new Sylvia's Queen of Soul Food Restaurant
(Opening Soon)
Now accepting resumes for
Restaurant General Manager and Restaurant Executive Chef

Fax or email resumes to
Aracle Foods Corporation at 727-384-3325
or bettyej_newsome@yahoo.com
Salary competitive

SOUTH ST. PETERSBURG
CHRISTIAN COFFEE HOUSE
Auditions are being scheduled with Christians who
are called to minister with their artistic gifts.
For additional information, submit name, your gift
and how you may be contacted.
Email: thechurch@thecrossingpoint.net
727-821-0304 Rev. Sarah Edwards, Overseer

 

Small local specialty engineering firm seeking
fulltime admin asst. Tobacco-free, drug-free
workplace, EOE. Proficiency with MS Excel®,
MS Word® and QuickBooks® required.
Must have car and valid driver’s license.
Full benefits. Salary – $9-12/hr. DOE.
Send resumes to Stephanie@rsri.net.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A night out at the Manhattan Casino
From CASINO , page 1

along the 22nd Street South
corridor that used to be the
business hub of the AfricanAmerican community from
the 1930s to the early 1970s.
The newly renovated
Manhattan Casino is set up
to be a multi-service facility
with the potential of igniting
a new era of commerce in

the African-American community and St. Petersburg
at large.
“A full-service soul food,
family style eatery named
Sylvia’s Restaurant will be
housed downstairs,” said
Felton-Howard
Sylvia’s Queen of Soul
Food Restaurant originated

in Harlem in 1962 by
founder Sylvia Woods with
the help of her mother who
sold her family farm to finance the business. Not
long after the restaurant
opened, it became the preferred dining location for international entertainers,
local and national politi-

cians, world travelers and
local residents.
“We made contact Sylvia
Woods’ family, and they
liked the idea of opening another restaurant,” said Felton-Howard. “So we worked
with Article Food Corporation to make it happen.”
The second floor of the

Manhattan Casino will function as the rental facility, but
every Sunday FeltonHoward hopes to fill the elegant ballroom with praise
and worship.
“Once the facility is
open we hope to have a
Gospel Brunch every Sunday,” she said.

Manhattan
Casino’s
business link with a worldrenowned restaurant could
seal its fate in becoming the
crowned jewel of the
Deuces. James Brown
would definitely “feel good”
about that and Nat King
Cole would deem the night
“unforgettable.”

(727) 341-4121 or 341-4130.
Make a difference in

doing a project that will
benefit the community!

MLK Day of Service awards info session
The community came
out in force to serve in
honor of Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. Day instead of just
taking a day off on Jan. 21
of this year.
With funding from the
Florida Legislature, St. Petersburg College collaborated with an advisory
committee of local citizens
to encourage people of all

ages to step up and serve
in our community.
The results were inspiring. Last year’s inaugural MLK Day of Ser vice
was a huge success! Approximately 55 organizations received $100,000 in
award funds and 202 business/ community partnerships were formed. The
number of volunteers

completing the projects
was 1,671.
This year our funding is
even greater, and we would
like to present even more
awards! To join the local
movement of people who
will choose to honor Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr. January 20, 2014 by serving
the community, please plan
to attend one of the follow-

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

ing information sessions in
the DeSoto Room at St. Petersburg College’s Allstate
Center, 3200 34th St. S.:
Thurs., Sept. 12; Tues.,
Sept. 17; Mon., Sept. 23
or Thurs., Sept. 26.
All sessions will be held
from 6:30 – 8 p.m. To contact the MLK Day of Service Project team at St.
Petersburg College, call
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 






    





Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



  


 

  
 
 

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 





   
    
   
   
  
   
    





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.




ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    

     

Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
“Celebrating 85 years of
service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy,
Sr. and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to
join us not only in Sunday worship, but also throughout the
week for various programs and
ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Sept. 7 we will be holding
recruitment for the Mt. Zion
Marching Band. Join us from
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Calling all men and young
adults, each Tuesday our male
chorus rehearsal takes place at
7 p.m., followed by the Voices
of Zion Contemporary Choir at
8. Both are held in the main
sanctuary.
Join the Singles’ Ministry
as we learn the Ten Commandments of Dating. Friday, Sept.

13 at 7 p.m. in the Youth
Chapel Fellowship Hall. This is
a pot luck event opened to all
single adults…single parents,
widows, divorcees, 19 and
over. Members and non-members. Question: If romantic
love is no measure of compatibility or the lasting health of a
relationship, what value does it
have in a relationship?
3rd Thursday of the month
– Men’s Unity Ministry – Calling all Men... The Men’s Ministry invite you to come out for
their unity fellowship and
study of “What a Man of God
Should Look Like.”
CARE - Choosing Addiction Recovery Efforts - Now
meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month 7 p.m.,
CARE building, 1906 9th Ave.
S., For more information contact Min. Keith Murphy at 727-

St. Mark MBC
289-6057.
Let’s Get Connected!
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER
and
YOUTUBE. Visit our BRAND
NEW website and let’s get connected today! www.MZProgressive.org
Join our email list and have
your weekly announcements and
event updates delivered straight
to your inbox. Visit mzprogressive.org and sign-up today.
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

First Mt. Zion
All are invited to share
with us in this week’s activities
Sat., Sept. 7, 10 a.m. 2 p.m., Deacon Board and
Male Chorus sponsoring a de-

licious fish fry.
Sun., Sept. 8, 4 p.m., Unity
Day committee presents the
“Twelve Disciples.” Come out
and witness this dynamic serv-

ice featuring 12 spirit filled
men from various churches.
First Mt. Zion is located at
1121 22nd Street South. Rev.
Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central theme,
a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus
Christ.
Events for September
Sept. 14 - Membership
Fellowship - 9:30 to 11 a.m.
Sept. 15 - Ministry Slate
of Officers and budgetary
needs for 2013-14 should be
submitted to the church office no later Sunday, Sept. 15.
Sept. 15 - Church Outing
–New Mt. Olive Primitive

Baptist Church-3 p.m.
Sept. 17 - Church outing
St. John M. B. Church beginning at 7 p.m.
Sept .21 - General Mission Meeting will be held at
10 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Breakfast will be
served. A Representative
from each ministry is asked
to be in attendance.
Sept. 21 - W. J. Glover Memorial Scholarship Banquet –
Turner Agri-Civic Center,
2250 NE Roan Street, Arcadia, FL at 5 p.m.
Sept. 25-28 - Congress
No.2 hosted at St. Mark M.
B. Church, Will continue the
study on “The Parables of
Jesus.” Will include a city
wide project called Caretageous that brings churches
in the city together to much
needed work at parks, shelters and private homes.
Sept. 29 - All Choirs Anniversary during 10:45 a.m.
worship service.
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for
both children and adults of all

ages. Sunday School starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30.
All are invited to come and join
us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on
Tuesdays & Thursdays
(closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening at 7.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A legacy of oneness continue
ST. PETE BEACH —
The legacy of Dr. L.S. McCree, former Pastor of Mt.
Zion Progressive Church
for 34 years, continues
this weekend as his
grandsons come together
to minister in a historical
moment of oneness at
the “One Accord Conference Retreat” at the
TradeWinds Island Grand
Resort , 5500 Gulf Blvd.,
St. Pete Beach.
It is the first time that
the seeds of Dr. L.S. McCree, Bishop Kelvin and
Pastor Dexter McCree,
will minister on the same
platform. Bishop Kelvin is
the keynote speaker at the
One Accord Luncheon on
Saturday and Pastor Dexter will speak on Friday in
a workshop and the “Sunday Morning Live” worship service to be held at
TradeWinds on Sunday.
Bishop Kelvin is the
Senior Pastor of E3 Life
Church in Lakeland. He is
an international speaker,
author and credentialed
Life Coach. Senior Pastor
Dexter has 24 years in
ministry. He and his wife,
Wanda, are the founders
and trusted overseers of
Anointed Word Fellowship in St. Petersburg.
“I often reflect on my
grandfather whose picture hangs in my office
and how he must be thinking to himself. History is
truly repeating itself. I
would’ve been satisfied
with one preacher in my
family yet we’re blessed
with two,” said Bishop
Kelvin.
The first “One Accord
Conference Retreat” will
kick-off Friday at 4 p.m. It
will be a time of fellowship, praise, prayer business,
networking,
workshops, dinner cruise
and purpose. Pastor Dexter will lead the first workshop session “What’s In
Your Hand?”
“Judah Praise” featuring local talent Sojourner,
will offer a spirited praise
and worship. She will per-

PITCH seeks to increase childhood
immunizations in the county
BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

Dr. L.S. McCree

Bishop Kelvin McCree

Pastor Dexter McCree

form her new release
“Get out the Way.” Also,
Sojourner and Lakewood
graduate Slick Ali will perform their hit song,
“O.C.C.”
There will be a sunset
barbeque on the lawn of
TradeWinds Resort on Friday and a Dinner Cruise
Saturday. Other feature
highlights include a financial workshop, “How to
Plant A Seed, When there
is No Seed to Plant;” Tina
King-Williams of Hands of
Praise will minister in sign
language; A. Pat McGhee’s
modeling troupe and Dr.
Fannie Green-Lemon, actress, play writer and current professor at University
of South Florida, will be
there.
The fruition of that
humble beginning is the
“One Accord Conference
Retreat.” People through-

out the United States join
together by phone to
touch and agree Gods
words from Genesis 11:6
which states if people
would come together as
one, there is nothing
imaginable that will be restrained from them. That
process continues this
weekend
So for the first time the
brothers/grandsons of
Dr. L.S McCree, will come
together on the same platform to spread the gospel!
“Somewhere is the sky
above, granddaddy must
be smiling and telling
everyone in heaven who
will listen to see his seed
on “One Accord,” said
Pastor Dexter.
For more information
on the conference, go to
www.oneaccordconference.webs.com or call
727-350-5878.

LARGO — Whether
your child gets immunized
as suggested in the schedule promoted by the Centers for Disease Control is
left up to the parents, but
there are some consequences for the decision.
The mission of the Pinellas
Immunization Team for
Community
Health
(PITCH) is to help safeguard the health of children in Pinellas County by
increasing immunization
completion rates through
community awareness, education, policy change and
collaborative partnerships.
Currently, most parents
in the United States are
given information about
vaccinations when a child is
born and most are urged to
participate in the program,
mainly because children
can’t be around others in
environments such as public schools and universities
without the required vaccinations. But there is an
anti-vaccination movement
that is growing in the country. Some parents are using
religion as an excuse not to
immunize their children,
while others are choosing
to use an alternative immunization schedule for vaccinations.
“It’s the parents right to
choose not to vaccinate, but
it is risky,” Andrea Peaten,
with the Florida Department of Health (DOH),
said at a recent meeting
conducted by PITCH. The
meeting was held in the
DOH-Pinellas Mid County
Conference Building on

Wednesday, August 28.
This new facility, located at
8751 Ulmerton Road, is
available for other community members to use to
hold meetings as well.
Peaten puts forth a
strong argument for immunization when she referred
to a recent report about a
Measles outbreak at a mega
church in Texas after a congregant, who was not immunized, returned from an
out of the country trip and
infected other congregants
after attending a church
service. A disease is only
one trip away if there is no
protection against diseases
that exist in other parts of
the world. “The church did
not espouse immunizing
and suggested to put it
(health) in the hands of
God,” Peaten added.
Several other physicians
and entertainers also have
joined in to promote the
anti-immunization movement and that is why
PITCH has an objective that
by December 31, 2017, they
want to see an increase in
the percentage of two year
olds who are fully immunized from 75.3 percent to
90 percent and to increase
the percentage of fully immunized kindergarteners
from 89.8 percent to 94 percent. By working with other
community partners such
as doctors and other health
care providers they want to
include information about
the importance of following
the vaccine schedule at routine client visits as well as
launch an aggressive campaign to educate parents. A
community health action
team convened for PITCH

Andrea Peaten
in Sept. 2012 and this meeting highlighted some
strategies on steps to meet
their goals.
Many vaccines are
given for several diseases
including Measles, Hepatitis A&B, Diphtheria, Influenza, Whooping Cough,
Polio, Meningococcal disease and others. One can
refer to the website
www.cdc.gov/vaccines/par
ents/index.html for more
information.
In the meantime, Dr.
David Berman, with All
Children’s Hospital Division of Pediatric Infectious
Diseases and a PITCH
founding member, advises
that certain perceptions
and attitudes about immunization should be challenged
with
factual
information.
“The vaccines in America are the most effective
thing used in Medicine and
it saves lives,” Berman
states. “The vaccines are
much safer today than before. The immunization
schedule is not fixed in
stone and there is a range
to give immunizations.
There is no link between
the vaccine schedule and
childhood diseases.”

Join us for a meeting in the garden
The Sustainable Urban Agriculture Coalition’s next monthly meeting will be
held Mon., Sept. 9 starting at 6:30 p.m. at Faith House Garden, 301 15th St. N. This visit
will include a tour and hands-on demonstrations. Come dressed to play in the dirt,
or just observe. We suggest closed toed shoes, gloves, trowels or other gardening tools.
For more information or inquiries, please email SUAC at suacsp@gmail.com.

                      




Dr. Frogue’s
Hair Styling
Relaxer retouch
with haircut and/or
demi permanent color

  


  

Only $55 (Reg. $80)

 

Expires Nov. 31, 2013

Shear
Hospitality





$95 Sew In w/ FREE
Toe Polish
3500 5th Ave. N., Suite A
727-768-1292
Expires 9/30/13
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COMMUNITY NEWS
A week of school

Imagine Schools update

BY DEXTER MCCREE

BY MARCY PALMERI

Staff Writer

Staff writer

The summer break is broken. Teachers and students are back to the grind of early
morning alarm clocks, breakfast on the run and late night assignments. With each new
school year there are new experiences, new faces and new challenges. How have a few
people in the community handled the first few weeks of school? Here are their thoughts.

Jemile Maddox,
Sophomore, SPC
“It was a great
week. My teachers
are pretty funny.
I enjoyed it.”

Gayle Ashwood-Sims,
1st Grade Teacher,
Southside Christian
Academy
“The week has been
interesting. There are
new faces with new
thoughts, new ideas
and new challenges.”

Taylor Hall-Clark,
Roderick Williams,
Freshman,
PE Coach,
St. Petersburg H.S.
Southside Christian
“The first few days were
Academy
good. Now, I have a pile
“Every day is the same.
After 15 years of doing this, of homework. Looks like
it’s about to get real.”
the days are the same.
There are new kids, new
faces and selective hearing.
We just love them all.”

Mike Jones,
Freshman, SPC
“It’s been good. It’s a
new experience and an
exciting one. I’m
loving my classes.”

Dr. Felita Grant,
Principal,
Baypoint Elementary
“It’s been busy! It’s
been well organized
and the staff has done
a great job. Our kids
are focused, on task
and learning.”

A preview to Midtown’s First Friday
From LOVE, page 1

on the south side,” Atwater
explained as he prodded a
piece of chicken on the
grill. “I want to show people
that we do positive stuff.”
With plans to feed at
least 100 people, Atwater
busies himself with the
final touches before the
crowd arrives. Music playing in the background sets
the mood and a night full of
lip smacking and finger
licking is set to get underway. The food was free to
anyone willing to head out
to his little corner of the
city. His only request? To
partake in a little conversation and to spread the word
that the south side has safe
places to go.
“I want everybody to
know that you just ain’t got
to do stuff on Central and
North St. Pete,” Atwater
said hoping residents will
start to see that positive
places exist in south St. Petersburg as well. “I want to
show everybody that we
can have fun and enjoy life.
That’s what it’s all about.”
But Atwater’s generosity and vision doesn’t just
extend to a day here and
there of free food and
neighborhood talk. No, he
plans to make it so much
more.
“Tonight is a preview of

what’s going to go on next
week,” he said expressing
his plans to create a First
Friday atmosphere each
month so that south residents can partake in a community gathering right in
their own backyard. “Peace
and Love Friday,” he called
it.
And although the food
offered was free for the
evening, Atwater hopes for
donations so that he can
keep his philanthropy
going for the good of the
community.
“Basically it’s just for
people to get full and know
that people love them,” he
said stating it’s not about
the money, but about continuing the legacy his
mother and father instilled
in the community, the emphasis on humanity, and
the art of giving back.
“That’s what it’s really all
about.”
In fact, tomorrow will
be the first official south
side First Friday and Atwater plans to host up to 500
residents all looking to
have a good time. On the
menu: chicken, of course,
and the taste of some sweet
snow crab.
“We’re going to drop
them in. We’re going to do
them like Mr. Harry Crabs

used to do them,” Atwater
said speaking of yet another role model in the
community that helped
shape him into the culinary
artist he is today. “He
passed away and I love
him.”
And with Atwater’s big
heart and generous nature,
he too aims to be a role
model for others in the
neighborhood. A man the
youth of today will emulate
for a long time to come, his
proven practice of giving
back a beacon of hope for
others in the community.
So head on out and take
part in a new Midtown
community tradition.
“I’m inviting everyone
to come out,” Atwater said
speaking of the aptly
named Peace and Love Friday extravaganza he has
planned. The initial celebration kicks off tomorrow,
Fri., Sept. 6. “We’re going
to feed people and we’re
going to have some fun.”
So if you’re looking to
shoot some pool, or play a
little dominoes and checkers, mark your calendars
for the first Friday of each
month. If nothing else,
there’s always plenty of
chicken on the grill and
isn’t that worth stopping
by?

ST. PETERSBURG —
Eleven short months ago,
Carolyn Wilson took over
as principal of Imagine
Schools at St. Petersburg,
located at 1950 1st Ave
N., St. Petersburg. Pinellas County School Board
reached out to her in an
effort to turn the school
around and bring it out of
its F status.
In 2008 Mrs. Wilson
retired from a position as
an administrator with
Clearwater High School,
however, an opportunity
presented itself in the
form of a challenge that
drew her back into the
school system. Because of
her heart for children she
decided she’s was not
ready to stop being a part
of the educational arena.
She knew it was essential
for her to make a drastic
impact at this school if
Imagine’s charter was to
remain.
“Change doesn’t happen overnight,” she exclaimed. “It can take two
to three years to make a
turn around and our charter made gains, but not
significant enough.”
The county made observations over a four year
period, but recently the
Pinellas School Board decided to close Imagine’s
elementary charter, but
the middle school remains.
The school is struggling with low attendance
since parents with elementary school aged children
want to keep their kids together so they found other
schools that would meet
their needs.
Because of low enrollment, Imagine cannot afford the luxury of hiring
teachers for programs that
other schools consider
commonplace. That hasn’t
stopped Wilson from pooling community resources
and making things happen
for Imagine’s children.
She is partnering with
the community to offer
students programs that
she believes will meet
their needs, but compared
to many other schools,
once these programs are
in place, it will exceed
their expectations.
In addition to English,
Math, Science, Social
Studies and Spanish, they
had hoped to offer art and
theatre. Fortunately, The
Underground Artist Collective Studio will work
creatively alongside the
students.
When businesses partner with a school it’s a
huge asset, especially to
schools in need. Family
Resources, located in
Pinellas Park, is offering
them their Teen Outreach
Program which is designed to provide students
with the tools necessary to
succeed. Some of the curriculum covered by them
includes: reduce teen
pregnancies, improve academic achievement, acquire positive life skills
and improve decision
making, as well as provide
them with practical strategies to succeed in school
and in the work place.
The Girl Scouts will
present their Financial Literacy Program to the
young ladies. The program will include information on budgeting, saving,
shopping online, how to
be financially safe on the
computer, financing, goals
and dreams.
On Saturdays the
young men will partake in

L-R, Principal Carolyn Wilson, Chris Watson
and Kathy Helean at Tuesday’s open house.

Coach Hunter explains the game plan
for the year to the parents.
learning about decision
making and journalism
from The Poynter Institute, a non-profit journalism
school
located
downtown.
The principal has big
plans that involve enlisting
help from the students,
parents, teachers and the
community. “We can’t do it
without them. It takes a
village,” she said.
She started the “Meet
the Principal Program” to
reach out to the parents,
teachers and community
members where they will
be updated about the
school and given an opportunity to make suggestions
and
provide
solutions. The first principal chat will take place tomorrow, Fri., Sept. 6 from
7-8:30 a.m. at the school
and will be held on the
first Friday of each month.
In an effort to involve
the students in the decision making process
about their school, Wilson
formed the Principal Student Advisory Council in
which eight students will
meet once a month and
will be student advocates.
“It provides a leadership opportunity for students. It demonstrates
how to affect growth in an
organization and they will
understand how to identify needs and how to go
about problem solving,”
she explained.
The school is focusing
on academic excellence,
improving the framework
and getting the help of
leaders in the community,
along with the students,
families and the governing
board.
In previous years they
were not able to meet the
levels of proficiency but
with dedication and all the
additional improvements
being put in place, we are
sure to see an improvement in the performance
of the students.
Plans for boosting the
number of students include the overall look of
the school. Tremendous
improvements in the aesthetics of the school have
already begun.
“It’s difficult to overcome negatives so we
must produce as many
positives as we can and
push forward. We are anticipating the look, new
staff and the introduction
of new curriculum, will
help the school move forward and draw in more
students,” said Wilson.
Imagine School is ad-

vocating that the parents
play an active role in the
school’s overall development. Wilson feels that
parent involvement is vital.
For instance, when meetings are held, parents
need to show support. It is
necessary to meet and discuss the academics of the
children.
She also wants parents
there for conferences. The
parent must make sure
the students are following
through with homework
assignments, and if a child
is having difficulty with
homework, she encourages the parents to alert
the school. Afterschool tutoring will soon be offered.
“We are there to assist
their children to be the
best they can be and we
must work together to accomplish their goals.
Some kids have great aspirations; kids must realize
it is a process,” Wilson
said.
Parents
are
also
needed in other capacities.
Charter schools need
extra fundraising since
they are responsible for all
finances related to their
school. Volunteers are
asked to help acquire
funds through fundraising,
reaching out to the community, organizations and
corporations to help meet
the needs of the school.
The principal and all involved with Imagine
Schools at St. Petersburg
are reaching out to the
community to get what
they need.
“It takes a whole village and we need to move
our children toward positive enhancement and
growth. Extend yourself
beyond your environment.
Let the community help us
help our children. We are
here to excel.” pleaded
Wilson.
If a parent or someone
in the community has a
particular skill set that
would prove useful for the
school, they are asked to
offer those services. Volunteers could help by offering
the
following
services: clerical, acting as
a mentor, tutor, assist for
campus monitoring, providing supervision during
breakfast,
extending
learning (field trips), partner with Friday’s new art
program which begins
Sept. 13, and acting as a
chaperone.
To volunteer, call Principal Wilson or Ms.
Baritto at (727) 821-7100.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Donald Dowridge: ‘The Power of
Being a W-I-N-N-E-R’
BY MARCY PALMERI





Staff writer

By Jon Wilson

TAMPA — Donald
Dowridge, Jr. experienced
a turbulent childhood and
emerged a triumphant
adult—a winner. In his
book, “The Power of
Being a Winner,” he explains how to push forward even when it seems
outside our gasp. He empowers those who seek to
move up to their next dimension and reaches
those who have succumbed to procrastination.
“As a motivational
speaker, I seek to raise others from the bowels of procrastination,” Dowridge
said as explained that even
if you put one thing in motion each day toward your
goal, you are accomplishing something.
He stressed not falling
into the role of self-pity.
Dowridge himself admits
to having off days, but lets
the reader know that if
time is needed to replenish the spirit, take it.
“It’s all part of the
process. Just don’t fall
prey to the allure of DID,
or
Down-in-the-Dumps
Day,” Dowridge said as he
explained that while promoting another one of his
works “The 12 Steps of
Positive,” a friend of his
coined that phrase and it
has stuck with him ever
since.
Dowridge remains motivated by reflecting on
those who have made a
profound impact on his
life. His darkest moments
are also where he has
found the most light.
“The most incredible
people I’ve ever met are
the youth I’ve met on the
streets; the ones who had
no chance or thought they
had no chance. God
spared me to do His work.
I’m just an instrument,” he
explained stressing that
through his books and
public speaking, he shows
people that they are more
than their circumstances.
“We are the kings and
queens of our destiny. We
can stand tall and strong in
the midst of a life-long
storm or a 15 minutes
storm. Live life the best
you can at any given moment,” Dowridge said.
He feels that sometimes before a person will
finally make the choice to
follow the path to become
a winner, they have to suffer great losses. However,
he teaches that it is not
necessary to suffer in
order to emerge and live a
great life.
“We have the opportunity to change our life and
the ability to move on to a
positive avenue. Not
everyone has to take that
route,” he said as he gave
an example of a spelling
bee. “At a spelling bee,
you say the word, spell it,
and say it again. Do that
with the word “winner”
over and over again until
you begin to understand it
fully. Do that with what-

Preserving historic architect
BY JON WILSON

ever you want to become.”
“The Power of Being a
W-I-N-N-E-R” is full of advice for all types of situations. In the job field,
Dowridge advises people
in the job market to learn
everything while they are
on the job, take classes offered by the company or in
the community and use
them to create something
for yourself.
“The days of working
at a job for 20 years and receiving that watch or ring
are gone,” he said as he
advises the modern day
worker to create their job
because big business is
taking a hit.
Dowridge embraces
acronyms as a way of life.
It helps him get his points
across, as well as helping
his clients commit to
memory the important
messages he’s teaching.
HIV — Help Individuals to Victory
CCC — Calm Cool and
Collected
FAW — Fake Ass Winner
NBA — Natural Born
Ability
He feels living life
calm, cool and collected is
a wonderful way to live.
With this approach, you
can’t have the “why me” or
“why not me” attitude. He
gives the example of wanting what someone else
has, but not knowing their
situation.
“You might see a rich
white family with a Mercedes or a Range Rover
and a beautiful house and
ask, “Why not me?” But
what you may not realize is
that they might be dealing
with a severely mentally or
physically handicapped
child. You don’t know their
circumstances. Everyone
is dealing with something.
Be glad you’re able to walk
through this thing called
life.”
No matter who you are
or what your circumstances, Dowridge knows

you can change your life
by changing your behavior, your attitude and your
environment. In his book,
he shares his life to give
inspiration. He was incarcerated at age 13 and became hooked on drugs
and alcohol. After hitting
rock bottom, he made a
decision with God’s help
that would change his life.
“Get around people
who are positive, people
who are in tune with themselves so that they can
step out to help you. Read
motivational books, read
about your interests, pursue them,” he encouraged
as he gave the examples of
Ray Charles and Stevie
Wonder not letting a disability keep them from
their dreams.
Dowridge was born in
Baltimore, survived five violent fosters home until at
age 12 he was transported
to the South Bronx, where
he endured six more abusive years with his biological father and stepmother.
Unfortunately, he was not
given the advice by his
parents that he dispenses.
“Read to them, spend
time with them, hug them,
let them know you love
them, inspire them, give
them an opportunity to fulfill their dreams and break
the cycle,” he said proving
that there is something in
this book for all walks of
life.
Dowridge details in the
book his “Eleven Steps of
Excellence:” Faith, Motivation, Self-Esteem, SelfBelief,
Education,
Endurance, Initiative, Networking, Open-minded,
Optimistic and Goal. Each
step plays a role in determining future success.
“The Power of Being a
Winner” can be purchased
at Amazon.com, Booksamillion.com and Barnesandnoble.com. You can
also find him on Facebook,
Twitter
and
LinkedIn.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Meeting last week with
Mayor Bill Foster and
members of the city planning staff, the African
American Heritage Project
is continuing its quest to
preserve examples of the
“shotgun” house, a traditional building style that
scholar Evelyn Phillips says
represents an important
cultural artifact.
“ … when I became an
anthropologist, I learned
these homes provided a
link to Africa and preserved a way of
life,” said Phillips, a member of the
AAHP steering committee.
“Each time government planners
and politicians destroyed these shotgun
houses, they erased an aspect of AfricanAmerican cultural memory. This erasure reminded me of the devaluation of
African-American culture,” Phillips said.
Very few of these cultural icons, defined by their architecture and relative
simplicity to build, remain in St. Petersburg. Most are near the Twenty-Second
Street South or Ninth Avenue South
neighborhoods.
Despite their basic design and the
notion that the houses somehow
seemed to counter popular ideas of
urban aesthetics, shotgun houses are
beginning to be seen as links to African
heritage, to a cultural element of America, and to the concept of self-reliance
during the segregation era.
Phillips, who holds a PhD and is a
professor in the anthropology department of Central Connecticut State University, said this:
“The destruction of these homes is
tantamount to burning history books because they hold the cultural history and
cosmology of African people. They offer
knowledge and a lens into a past.”
Phillips cited researchers who argue
that shotgun houses originated in West
Africa in the Yoruba region now known
as modern Nigeria.
Fred B. Kniffen, an anthropologist,
discovered that the word “shotgun” was

a corruption of the word “shogun”
which meant “God’s House” in Yoruba.
Because of the straight alignment of the
rooms, it was said that one could shoot
directly from the front of the house to
the back.
But this folklore corrupted the name
of the house, Phillips said.
She said African captives retained in
memory the architectural design of
their former homes and used local materials in the Americas to recreate an aspect of their past lives. They designed
and built narrow rectangular houses
with rooms about 14 feet by 14 feet leading into the next, aligned from the front
door to the back door. This alignment allowed the wind to flow uninterrupted
from the back door to the front door, an
important feature when living in the
tropics.
“These home designs countered the
posited argument that Africans lost all of
their culture in Africa and arrived in the
United States and other parts of the
Western World as blank slates,” Phillips
said.
Other cities have been preserving
shotgun houses, among them Louisville,
Ky., Shreveport, La., and Boulder, Colo.
Houston, Texas and Charlotte, N.C.
have established “shotgun housing” historic districts.
If you have stories or memorabilia pertaining to shotgun housing in St. Petersburg,
email AAHP chair Gwen Reese (gwenreese@tampabay.rr.com) or Jon Wilson
(stoat2@aol.com).
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The pastoral installation of Rev. Dr. Deborah Green
From REVEREND , page 1

Dr. Charles H. Gardner and
his wife Emma. She probably could not have given
her mother a better birthday present in 1999 when
she began ministering.
She began building a
renowned ministry track
record in the late 1990s
when she worked with her
mother in Earth Mission
Ministries. Green’s many
accumulated
successes
over the next decade led to
her mentorship under Pastor Robert L. Peak, now the
former Sheppard of Mt.
Calvary M.B. Church.
A multi-denominational
string of leaders hailed
Green’s major step in spiri-

tual leadership. Pastor Dexter Harris of Stewart-Isom
Memorial read the ‘Statement of Purpose’ endorsing
Green to serve as head
Shepard of Mt. Calvary.
Pastor Clark Hazley of Mt.
Pilgrim M.B. Church delivered a stirring Installation
Prayer.
Next, Pastor Claude
Williams of Victory Christian Center asked the Mt.
Calvary congregation, family, friends and supporters
of Green to stand as he delivered
the
powerful
‘Charge to the Church’
oath. Closing out the installation ceremony with the
‘Charge to the Pastor’ was

Pastor Reeves retirement celebration
From REEVES, page 3

House.”
Reeves’ main interest
has always been serving
God. Church was always
first and foremost in their
household.
“Saturday evenings you
made sure your clothes
were ready and ironed for
church on Sunday. There
was no washing or ironing
clothes on Sunday morning. Wonderful memories,”
she laughed. “All my years
of being with them and I
never heard cursing or bad
language.” Respect, honor,
encouragement and love
flowed freely in their home.
Reeves has not taken
lightly the Lord’s com-

mand, “Feed my sheep.”
He has served in various
capacities in the Church of
God in Christ both jurisdictional and district wide. He
served in the positions of
Marshall, in charge over
three districts, Adjutant
and Communion Board of
Eastern Florida Jurisdiction and currently serves
as the Financial Secretary
of the Bartow District,
which he has held for more
than 26 years.
Reeve’s motto for Bible
Way COGIC is, “The
church where everyone is
welcome, and the spirit of
the Lord flows freely.”

Pastor Frank W. Peterman,
Jr. of The Rock of Jesus
M.B. Church.
Rev. Dr. Green was now
officially ready to serve as
spiritual leader of Mt. Calvary M.B. Church.
“I now introduce the
new Senior Pastor of Mt.
Calvary Missionary Baptist
Church of St. Petersburg,
Fla. Rev. Dr. Deborah R.
Green,” proclaimed Pastor
Peterman, adding, “Receive her now.”
Green took to the
podium and boldly but
humbly accepted the
charge and challenge
ahead of her.

